
 

 

 
 

UPDATE 22nd APRIL 2020 
 
The members of DMAG held a video conference on 22nd April 2020, with 
representatives from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ), Cabinet Office (CO), Public 
Health England (PHE) and the Welsh Government (WG) in attendance. The 
following matters were discussed: 
 

1. MINISTRY OF JUSTICE UPDATE 
 
The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2020 came into effect on 21st April 2020. The regulations 
clarify the situation regarding burial grounds and crematoria gardens of 
remembrance, as well as allowing people to leave home to visit a 
cemetery or garden of remembrance to pay their respects. The MoJ 
stated that the amended regulations do not require burial grounds and 
crematoria gardens of remembrance to be open, but enable them to be. 
Authorities can still take the decision to close them should there be 
sufficient reason, eg health and safety or operations being compromised. 
 
The MoJ believed it is unlikely that the CPS would take any action against 
an authority who open their burials grounds and crematoria gardens of 
remembrance and would amend their website to reflect the amended 
regulations. 
 
The MoJ are investigating the issue of the signature on Form 4 not being 
able to be completed in some cases. 
 

2. CABINET OFFICE UPDATE 
 
DMAG welcomed the CO representative and thanked them for joining the 
meeting. DMAG also offered any assistance to the CO.  
 
The survey of crematoria capacity was discussed and the CO was 
informed how this has been developed to include funeral directors and 
crematoria in specific regions. Data from funeral directors is being 
gathered twice weekly, and availability data from crematoria in the same 
areas is being gathered weekly, for two weeks ahead. Survey data so far 



 

 

is showing that funeral directors and crematoria are becoming busy but 
are coping and there are no capacity issues. This is aided by families 
arranging funerals quickly; DMAG noted the inclusion of this advice in the 
latest update on funerals from PHE. 
 
It was noted that at some crematoria there is little availability, whereas 
neighbouring areas have a lot of spare capacity. 
 
One LRF had advised funeral directors to book the next available slot at 
the crematorium, but this was not feasible and LRFs should be 
discouraged from advising this approach. Instead, funeral directors 
should be encouraged to book a cremation once they have the required 
paperwork to minimise the risk of cancellations. 
 
DMAG offered to assist the CO with any plans for easing of lockdown 
restrictions in terms of funerals, burials and cremations. 

 
3. PUBLIC HEALTH ENGLAND 

 
DMAG welcomed the PHE representative and thanked them for joining the 
meeting. 
 
PHE had circulated a draft of their revised guidance and had received many 
comments as a result. DMAG thanked PHE for the opportunity to comment 
on the guidance. They following issues were discussed: 
 

• Duty of disclosure of Covid-19 status of deceased people – PHE 
confirmed this is being considered by DHSC 

• Alignment of UK nations – PHE confirmed that discussions are being held 
and that agreement on one set of guidance is getting closer 

• Embalming – the revised guidance will be more explicit once further 
advice on AGPs has been considered 

• Body bags – not considered essential but a sensible precaution 

• Refrigeration – the virus has been detected in refrigerated conditions up 
to 9 days after death. This is not a reason to not refrigerate 

• Viewing of deceased by families – social distancing from each other 
(unless from the same household) and from funeral staff must be 
practised 



 

 

• Faith and belief practices – guidance is being developed on this point, 
including suitable use of PPE 

• Social isolation – would people be breaking the law if they have received 
a letter telling them to stay at home because they are extremely clinically 
vulnerable, but went to a funeral, as now allowed? This is a matter for 
the judiciary or police 

 
The revised guidance should be released early next week. 
 

4. ITEMS IN COFFINS 
 
The FBCA will produce a guidance note reminding funeral directors about 
what items should not be placed in a coffin. 

 
5. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS WITH CO AND SG 

 
The funeral director/crematoria capacity survey results will be discussed 
at tomorrow’s CO meeting. The FBCA will send the cremation figures to 
the NAFD/SAIF ahead of the meeting. 
 
SAIF will invite the LRF representative to tomorrow’s DMAG meeting. 
 
The NAFD is updating the list of issues submitted to the CO at previous 
meetings. 
  

6. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

The DMAG ashes retention policy is to be on the agenda for tomorrow’s 
meeting. 
 
The FFMA is writing an article for the FSJ on DMAG and will circulate for 
comment before submission. 
 
The NAFD has commissioned modelling to assist with planning – regional 
figures will be available early next week, followed by figures relating to 
specific scenarios. 
 

 
 


