Deceased Management
Advisory Group

UPDATE 13" MAY 2020

The members of DMAG held a video conference on 13" May 2020, with
representatives from the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) and Department of Health &
Social Care.

1. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

Discussion took place over the materials used in the manufacture of body
bags. PVCis not suitable for burial or cremation. FFMA are researching this
matter. Despite making a number of enquiries it has not been possible to
source manufacturers’ specification sheets. This is also an issue that DEFRA
are researching.

DMAG were asked to respond to an enquiry on whether funeral directors
are obtaining PPE supplies direct from their usual suppliers or are relying
on LRF distribution. NAFD felt there will be regional differences caused by
hotspots.

SAIF raised a question over whether verification of death by a competent
person is included in the updated PHE Guidance. It was confirmed that this
is covered in the GP section and funeral directors are no longer listed as
competent persons.

SAIF also asked whether temporary mortuaries will be removed or kept in
position? SAIF & NAFD were united in the view they should remain in case
of a second wave.

2. MINISTRY OF JUSTICE UPDATE
The amended draft Bereavement Leaflet issued by the Cabinet Office was

discussed. The general feeling was that the leaflet added no new
information to what already appears on the gov.uk website.

Mol raised two questions regarding relaxation of the lockdown and will
email DMAG members full details for their views.
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NAFD commented that guidance on the relaxation of lockdown could be
misinterpreted leading to greater number of mourners attending funerals
and suggested that reinforcement of the guidance might be required.

SAIF asked that comments from Government that Places of Worship could
re-open on 4™ July be reviewed and, if possible, opened earlier to allow
funerals to take place.

CABINET OFFICE

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 14" May at 3.00pm NAFD will
lead on behalf of DMAG.

ICCM are working on the scoping for a portal which would serve crematoria
and funeral directors on crematorium capacities.

. AOB

APCC drew DMAG members attention to removal procedures for funeral
directors at three hospitals in Hampshire but not of the same Trust.

One required the deceased to be removed in a coffin, one requested a
further body bag and the third would not accept removal by coffin.

DMAG will monitor this situation and await further comments before
proceeding with a course of action.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 14" May at 4.30pm.
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