
 

 

 
 

UPDATE 26th MAY 2020 
 
The members of DMAG held a video conference on 26 May 2020, with a 
representative from the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) present for the open part of 
the meeting. ICCM chaired the meeting. 
   
1. MINISTRY OF JUSTICE UPDATE 

 
MOJ had nothing to report. 

 
DMAG asked the MoJ to chase the Law Commission for a date when they will 
start their planned review of burial and cremation law, which was postponed 
due to Brexit. 

 
APCC reported on their current data gathering exercise relating to the 
financial impact on the sector. A sample of funeral directors will be used to 
ascertain the difference in revenue per funeral from April to June 2019 
compared with April to June 2020, as well as the costs associated with PPE, 
coffins and limousines. This will give a picture across the sector of the impact 
of the crisis. The representative organisations will then be able to chose what 
they do with that data. 
 
DMAG felt that there will be a need for the CMA to revisit their data in light of 
the coronavirus crisis and the impact this has had on the funeral sector. 

 
DMAG CLOSED MEETING 

 
1. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS WITH CABINET OFFICE / SCOTTISH 

GOVERNMENT  
 

FBCA suggested the need to reinforce DMAG’s concern about the easing of 
lockdown restrictions and coordination across the sector, and with the 
reopening of places of worship. DMAG approved the easing of lockdown 
document produced last week for circulation to all government departments. 
 
NAFD raised the potential impact that increased testing may have on 
workforces, both for funeral directors and cemeteries and crematoria. If 



 

 

several colleagues are found to test positive, even if they show no symptoms, 
they will have to self-isolate, possibly forcing the closure of a business branch 
or cemetery or crematorium. This could have a serious impact in the event of 
a second wave.  

 
2. LESSONS LEARNT – NEXT STEPS 

 
The DMAG document on lessons learnt was accepted as a really useful 
exercise, and should be shared widely with those that regularly attend DMAG, 
as well as Secretaries of State and Local Authority Chief Executives in those 
Councils that have facilitated LRFs. The document should also contain a clear 
Outcomes section, which FBCA will draft, together with a covering letter to 
accompany the document. 

 
3. LIMOUSINES 

 
APCC had collected really useful feedback from various funeral directors 
regarding the reintroduction of limousines at funerals. Views varied widely, 
but a common thread was the need for guidance on the use of the vehicles, 
and on dealing with mourners. 
 
SAIF are currently producing a draft guidance document which will be shared 
with DMAG before distribution. 

 
4. AOB ROUND ROBIN  
 

FFMA reported that the Essex temporary mortuary at Great Baddow has been 
removed. 

 
The next meeting will be at 4pm on Wednesday 27th May. Claire Germain from 
SC will be invited to attend. 

 
SAIF will chair the meeting. 

 


