
 

 

 
UPDATE 11th JUNE 2020 

 
The members of DMAG held a video conference on 11th June 2020, with a 
representative from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) present for the open part of the 
meeting. SAIF chaired the meeting. 
   

1. MINISTRY OF JUSTICE UPDATE 
 
MOJ has asked representatives of the Faith Taskforce in MHCLG to attend 
DMAG to discuss the re-opening of places of worship for funerals.  DMAG 
is concerned for a uniformed approach. 
 
MOJ had spoken with colleagues the NAFD’s request for guidance on 
mourners who travel into the UK from overseas being exempt from 
quarantine to attend a close family members funeral. 
SAIF advised that the Scottish Government confirmed immediate family 
would be given exemption to fly into Scotland and fly out the same day.  
Further details to be provided to DMAG. 
 
The MOJ had liaised with the DWP to find out more about the debt claims 
for funeral fund payments. 
 

2. INCREASE IN MOURNER NUMBERS 
 
FFMA had alerted DMAG that crematoria on the Isle of Wight had 
increased mourner numbers. 
 
DMAG is concerned that guidance from PHE had not changed for mourners 
numbers.  We agreed that the Welsh Government guidance on funeral 
attendance is the clearest.  The NAFD agreed to revise DMAG’s guidance 
note.  SAIF requested that PHE attend DMAG to discuss this matter which 
was agreed by all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
DMAG CLOSED MEETING  

 
1. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS WITH CABINET OFFICE / DEVOLVED 

ADMINISTRATIONS  
 

APCC remarked that the CO meeting direction is more engaging. 
 
FBCA/ICCM to follow up with CO with the offer of free consultancy by 
Government Digital Services (GDS). 
 

2. CMA 
 
DMAG agreed and thanked APCC for correspondence on the proposed 
CMA financial viability study, re the impact of coronavirus on funeral 
directors,  on revenue and expenditure. 
 

3. LESSONS LEARNED 
 
DMAG have invited responses and any further insights from the four nation 
governments, other organisations in the funeral sector and the large 
funeral operators.  
 
APCC noted that FT expressed an interest to comment.  FT is the largest 
cremator manufacturer in UK crematoria. 
 

4. AOB 
  
 Revert to twice a week meetings – Monday and Thursday 
  
 Monday 15th June FFMA will chair the meeting 
 Guests from DHSC to attend to discuss ‘Track and Trace’.  


