
 

 

 
 

UPDATE 9th JULY 2020 
 
The members of DMAG held a video conference on 9th July 2020, with 
representatives from the Ministry of Justice (MOJ), Public Health England (PHE) 
and Scottish Government (SG) present for the open part of the meeting. 
   

1. MINISTRY OF JUSTICE UPDATE 
 
MOJ raised a query, which had arisen from the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) team that had been 
exploring the reopening of places of worship, and as to whether 
crematoria had been allowing singing during funeral services. It was 
clarified that some crematoria had previously allowed singing, but now 
that guidance stated that singing should not take place, this should have 
stopped. 
 
SG confirmed that singing in crematoria in Scotland had been taking place 
until recently, but noting that the guidance to places of worship which did 
not allow singing, the Inspector of Crematoria in Scotland had requested 
that crematoria also cease singing. 
 
There was discussion as to whether crematoria were included in the 
definition of places of worship. MOJ would clarify as to what was included 
in the definition.    

 
2. SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT UPDATE 

 
Scottish Government reported that Phase 3 of the Route Map for easing 
lockdown restrictions had now been brought forward to 15 July. This 
included easing restrictions on funeral attendance. The details were being 
finalised. 
 

3. PUBLIC HEALTH ENGLAND UPDATE 
 
PHE reported that the revised guidance on managing a funeral and caring 
for the deceased had been published. 
 



 

 

The revised guidance on caring for the deceased included only minor 
changes relating to the symptoms of COVID-19. 
 
The revised guidance on managing a funeral brought the guidance into line 
with the changes to regulations which came into effect from 4 July. The 
following changes were highlighted: 
 

• Family and friends can attend funerals 

• There is no limit on numbers in attendance (although these should 
be ‘modest’), except for places of worship and private dwellings 
which are capped at 30 

• Mourners are allowed to stay overnight to attend a funeral 

• Singing at funerals should not take place 

• Social distancing of 2m should be observed. 1m plus only applies 
where 2m is not possible 

• Venues should do what is practicable to keep details of who attends 
a funeral for test and trace purposes, including having the details of 
the ‘lead person’.  

 
 

4. NOTES/MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising. 

 
DMAG CLOSED MEETING  

 
1. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS WITH CABINET OFFICE / SCOTTISH 

GOVERNMENT  
 

It was agreed that DMAG would invite the Welsh Government to attend 
next week.   

 
2. LESSONS LEARNED 

 
FBCA reported that no comments had been received from other DMAG 
members on the final draft. The document would now be prepared for 
publication. 

 
3. DMAG response to latest guidance 



 

 

It was agreed that DMAG members would consider the latest PHE 
guidance, and report back on 13 July as to those issues which may need 
further clarification in any DMAG guidance. 
 
Particular consideration would be given to the tables on PPE wear, to see 
if this had implications for exemption from the test and trace regime for 
funeral workers, given that the use medical grade PPE had been cited by 
the Cabinet Office as a criterion for exemption.    
  

4. AOB ROUND ROBIN  
 

There was no any other business.  
 


