
 

 

Video Conference 
Update 3rd August 2020 

 
The members of DMAG held a video conference on 3rd August 2020, 

with representatives from Scottish Government (SG), Ministry of 
Justice (MOJ) and Public Health England (PHE) present for the open 

part of the meeting. ICCM chaired the meeting. 
 

DMAG Wider Consultation 4.00 – 4.45pm 
 

1. MoJ update  
DMAG thanked the MoJ for seeking clarification on the issue of face coverings. The MoJ 
stated that they are keen to receive further guidance on this subject. 
 

2. PHE update  
PHE had checked with the Cabinet Office what their intention behind face coverings at 
funerals were. From 8th August the list of mandatory places where face coverings must 
be worn will include funeral directors. This has been used as a catchall phrase to mean 
any place where funeral activity takes place, not just funeral directors’ premises. PHE 
are to update their guidance on managing funerals to include the need for face 
coverings to be worn in indoor settings, except for in certain conditions. PHE 
acknowledged the difficulties with face coverings at funerals in terms of them 
becoming wet and needing to be removed to wipe noses, eyes etc. They will build this 
into their revised guidance. 
 
The MoJ stated that ‘places of worship’ is not an adequate phrase to cover cemeteries 
and crematoria, and the wording needs to be kept under review. 
 
The NAFD raised the inclusion in the revised PHE guidance of a limit of no more than 
30 attendees at a funeral, unless the site is Covid secure. PHE explained that this came 
from the places of worship guidance, as it couldn’t be that more than 30 people could 
attend a non-religious funeral, but only 30 could attend in a place of worship. 
 

3. PPE portal 
SAIF asked if funeral directors are to be included in the PPE portal provision for social 
care workers. MoJ and PHE were not aware of this. SAIF will contact DHSC. 
 

4. SG update 
SG reported that there has been reports of non-compliance with the maximum 
attendance of 20 at a funeral. It seems that these are often in funeral directors’ 
premises, but it is also spreading out into cemeteries and crematoria. The maximum 
number of 20 is contained in guidance, not regulations. SG asked if a message could be 



 

 

put out to ask that the guidance is complied with. DMAG agreed to send a message to 
their respective members. 
 

DMAG Meeting 4.45 – 5.30pm 
 

1. Notes from previous meeting 
The notes from the previous meeting were agreed. The notes can be placed on the 
DMAG website. 
 

2. Items for future meetings with Cabinet Office/Scottish Government 
ICCM and NAFD expressed frustration at the seeming lack of influence that DMAG has 
with the Cabinet Office. The latest issue of extended use of face coverings is a good 
example; at last week’s meeting with the Cabinet Office no indication was given that 
there was to be a change in the regulations or guidance, even though the question was 
specifically asked. The wording also implies a lack of understanding about how the 
funeral sector works. This is disappointing after several months of good relationships 
with other Government departments. NAFD will contact the Cabinet Office with 
DMAG’s concerns, and also add it to the list of issues for discussion at the next meeting. 
 
Other items to add to the lists of issues for the Cabinet Office are: 
 

• Clarification on face coverings at funerals 

• The impact on the funeral profession if over 50s are required to shield in the 
future, as reported in the press 

 
A representative of the Welsh Government will be invited to next week’s DMAG 
meeting to discuss the review of their guidance for Wales. 
 

3. BCAG meetings 
DMAG welcomed the APCC document on the future of DMAG/BCAG. It was felt that it 
will be important to only raise issues that relate to the MoJ, and that issues involving 
other Government departments should be raised directly with each department. It was 
also felt that there should be a minimum of 2 meetings per year, but with flexibility to 
hold further meetings to respond to specific issues. APCC will edit the document and 
circulate it for comment. 
 

4. Lessons learned draft 
DMAG welcomed the document, but expressed concerns about the inclusion of name 
and identifiers. CSGB offered to go through the document to highlight any information 
that needs redacting. 
 

5. Safe funeral protocol 
DMAG noted that the protocol was out of date due to the new face coverings 
requirements. There was concern that the document would need updating at regular 
intervals to ensure the latest versions of regulations and guidance were included. NAFD 



 

 

will feedback that DMAG support the document subject to it being clear that DMAG 
has no responsibility for keeping it up to date. The document must also feature a caveat 
about the date of publication and updates. 
 

6. AOB Round robin 
NAFD gave an update on the LRF Covid testing issue that had been raised at the Cabinet 
Office meeting last week. A letter had been sent to local funeral directors asking if there 
would be any interest in undertaking testing, but no details on how this would work 
were given. NAFD confirmed with PHE that HTA regulations would apply should testing 
be undertaken. 
 
APCC stated that the guidance on attendance at weddings has not been update since 
17th July, despite press coverage of a limit on numbers attending. SAIF stated that the 
new limit was for the reception, not the actual wedding. 
 
SAIF asked for clarification on the terms advisory and mandatory relating to face 
coverings. Currently face coverings are advisory in the revised list of settings published 
by the Government last week, but will become mandatory from 8th August. 
SAIF queried whether a celebrant/minister would need to wear a face covering. It was 
felt that the rule would apply to anyone attending an indoor venue where they will 
meet people they don’t normally meet. However, clarification will be sought from the 
Cabinet Office and Public Health England. PHE will be invited to attend the next DMAG 
meeting. 
 
NB  
 
IT issues meant that SAIF and CSGB could not be heard for much of the meeting, making 
it difficult for them to contribute to some of the discussion. 
 
The next meeting will take place at 9am on Friday 7th August due to the change in the 

Cabinet Office meeting to 4pm on Thursday 6th August. SAIF agreed to chair the 
meeting, with APCC offering to assist if required. 


