
 

 

 
 

UPDATE 17th September 2020 
 
The members of DMAG held a video conference on 17th September 2020, with 
representatives from the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) & the Department of Health 
& Social Care (DHSC) present for the open part of the meeting. 
   

1. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE UPDATE 
 
DHSC advised that responses to issues raised by SAIF over Test & Trace and 
PPE were still awaited from the respective persons dealing with these 
matters. 
The representative present is the Team Leader on the Medical Examiners’ 
programme. 
Throughout the past few months it had been difficult to work the 
programme as Doctors were required to return to work on the frontline. 
However in July cases started to be fed back for ME scrutiny. Not all 
Hospital Trusts require office space for MEs but assisted by other National 
Health Trusts and non-coronial deaths were focussed. 
In some areas, pre COVID, funeral directors collected payment for Form 5 
which was used to offset the cost of running the ME scheme within their 
local Trusts as opposed to the DHSC funding the scheme. The question was 
asked how is this working post COVID? 
DHSC are working with National Medical Examiner, Dr Alan Fletcher, on a 
National Digitalised Protocol. 
Other matters mentioned were: 

• Future legislation surrounding the programme including Digitalised 
MCCDs which would involve digital completion of the MCCD not the 
scanning of hard copies. 

• The phasing out of Medical Referees 
Although no firm timetable is in place for the DHSC’s work it is expected 
that we might expect change in late 2021/22. 

 
2. MINISTRY OF JUSTICE UPDATE 

 
MOJ are grateful for the views expressed in relation to the 1973 Transfer 
of Corpses document circulated on the 16th September. The principal 
concern being over the use of Zinc lining within coffins. The APCC  



 

 

 
 
representative was able to state that an Engineering colleague had 
mentioned that a sealable form of plastic might be an alternative but this 
would require further research which the MOJ will explore. 
The MOJ will not comment further at the present time as the UK is not 
signed up to the 1973 agreement.  

 
DMAG CLOSED MEETING  

 
1. NOTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  

 
Notes from both 10th & 14th September were approved for adding to the 
DMAG website. 
 

2. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS WITH CABINET OFFICE / SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT 
 
It was noted that from comments made at the Cabinet Office meeting this 
morning that the funeral sector would not be treated as priority in relation 
to the issue of PPE or Test & Trace going forward. This is of concern to 
DMAG members.  
APCC felt that the funeral sector should still be classed as ‘Emergency 
Workers’. 
The need for the table submitted to the Cabinet Office by NAFD asking for 
clarification on matters across all UK Governments is seen as important 
and will be tabled again. 
NAFD will circulate this document to devolved Governments as a matter of 
courtesy and look forward to their input. 
ICCM are still awaiting clarity on whether a burial of ashes, as a post funeral 
event, is restricted in the number of attendees. 

 
3. AOB ROUND ROBIN 
 

SAIF sought clarification regarding the numbers allowed to attend post 
ceremony gatherings. Weddings were 30 attending service and 30 
attending reception but funerals are reported as 30 at service but only 6 
at the wake. Does this depend on the venue and its ability for social 
distancing? 



 

 

 
APCC commented we should not lose sight of LRFs and we should address 
further with the Cabinet Office. 

 
 
The meeting closed and the next meeting will be on Monday 21st September 
2020 at 4pm.  APCC will chair. 


