
 

 

 
 

UPDATE 1 OCTOBER 2020 
 
The members of DMAG held a video conference on 1 October 2020, with 
representatives from Ministry of Justice (MoJ) and Scottish Government present 
for the open part of the meeting. Apologies were received from the Cremation 
Society. 
   

1. MoJ UPDATE 
 
MoJ had circulated a risk table for comment shortly before the meeting, 
outlining key risks to throughput during the winter. MoJ were seeking 
comments on the table. DMAG members would email MoJ with 
comments in the next week. 
 
Comments on the risk table at the meeting included: 
 

• In terms of mitigation to workforce problems, there was no single 
approach. Larger businesses, for example, could move staff 
around, while this was not an option for smaller businesses. 

• The table referred to risks to burials and cremations occurring. It 
would be better if this was widened to refer to funerals. A more 
granular approach to mitigation could then be outlined across all 
those involved in the delivery of funerals (funeral directors, 
celebrants, crematoria, cemeteries etc.) 

 
MoJ highlighted that Public Health England (PHE) had clarified at the 
Cabinet Office meeting earlier in the day that pre or post funeral events 
in England which were ceremonial or ritualistic in nature were exempt 
from the rule of 6, and up to 30 people could attend.    

 
2. SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT UPDATE 

 
Scottish Government reported that consideration was being given to pre 
and post funeral events, and a revised policy would be available soon. 
 



 

 

Scottish Government clarified that it remained the position in Scotland 
that those who had tested positive for COVID-19 or who had symptoms 
must not attend funerals. 
 

 
DMAG CLOSED MEETING  

 
1. NOTES/MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 

 
The notes of the previous meeting were accepted for publication. There 
were no matters arising. 
 

2. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS WITH CABINET OFFICE / SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT  

 
It was noted that there was a lack of clarity as to who was leading on 
throughput policies, given the presentation of the risk table from MoJ. 
Were MoJ leading, or was the Cabinet Office? It was agreed to raise this 
with MoJ at the next DMAG meeting. 

 
3. SYNCHRONISATION OF STATISTICS 

 
DMAG discussed whether further pressure should be put on government 
to ensure that the death statistics from various agencies should be 
synchronised to avoid the confusing array of statistics currently presented. 
It was agreed that there was little likelihood of achieving change in the 
short term, and that this would be better followed up in the ‘lessons 
learned’ phase from the second wave of the virus. 

 
4. APPG 

 
It was agreed to invite JPB Associates to next Thursday’s meeting to discuss 
further their proposals on the APPG for Funerals and Bereavement   
 

5. PPE STOCK PROPOSAL  
 

SAIF had highlighted that a number of sectors who had access to the 
national PPE supply had been set limits on the amount of PPE available to 
organisations within those sectors in terms of their size, using various 



 

 

measures as a proxy for size. It was agreed that DMAG would propose a 
similar metric for the funeral sector, with the number of funerals being the 
metric used. 

 
6. AOB AND ROUND ROBIN 

SAIF reported that they have received a report of a deceased person 
coming in to the care of a funeral director, for whom COVID-19 was not on 
the death certificate, but the embalmer had discovered the deceased 
person was infected. Questions were raised as to how the embalmer had 
discovered this, and as to whether COVID-19 should be recorded on the 
death certificate even if this was not the cause of death. APCC would 
explore further.  


