
 

 

  

Update 21st January 2021 
 
The members of DMAG held a video conference on the 21stJanuary, with representatives 
from the Ministry of Justice (MOJ), Welsh Government (SC) Scottish Government (SG) and 
Northern Ireland Government (NI) present for the ‘Open’ part of the meeting.  FBCA chaired 
the meeting.  
 

DMAG Wider Consultation 
 

1. Ministry of Justice (MOJ)  
a. It was reported that the issue of the Registration Service in the North West, raised 

by SAIF, was being followed up by the MoJ in addition to an issue involving a 
Coroner in the North East of England. 

 
b. The issue of some hospitals requiring sight of the ‘Green Certificate’, issued by the 

Registrar, prior to releasing a body from the mortuary was raised. Any delay in 
obtaining the Green Certificate is resulting in delays to the collection of bodies, 
potentially resulting in capacity issues at the mortuary. Whilst it was recognised this 
was a process rather than a legal matter the MoJ representative agreed to take the 
matter away and raise it with colleagues. SAIF supported by APCC would provide 
some further information. 

 
2. Welsh Government (SC) 

The representative reported that issue of Cemetery and Crematorium staff receiving the 
vaccine was ongoing with colleagues and DMAG would be kept informed. A document 
circulated by ICCM giving examples of staffing issues at Crematoria & Cemeteries was to 
be updated with assistance from the APCC and forwarded to SC. 
 

3. Scottish Government (SG) 
The representative advised that they were currently reviewing the definition of which 
groups qualify to receive the vaccine and DMAG would be kept advised. The Death 
Certification Review Service had reduced the number of MCCDs inspected to 8% to 
release doctors for the NHS. 

 
4. Northern Ireland (NI)  

The representative advised that the Death Certification Review Service in Northern 
Ireland had continued monitoring MCCDs at the normal level. On the issue of the vaccine, 
685 individuals from the funeral sector had registered to receive it.  



 

 

 
DMAG Closed Meeting 

   
1. Notes from previous meeting. 

These were agreed and will be placed on the DMAG website. 

 

2. Items for future meetings with Cabinet Office/Devolved Governments. 
The Cabinet Office meeting which had taken place on 21st January had been well 
received, the format had been more direct. It was agreed that the items for the next 
meeting should be agreed at the DMAG meeting on Monday 25th January and reflect the 
key issues at that time.    
 

3. Monitoring hotspots 
It was agreed that issues arising, such as hotspots, should be brought to DMAG. Not all 
would need following up, but where such issues are found to be more widespread then 
they will be progressed by the group as a whole.  The suggestion made by the FFMA 
representative that government representatives from departments relevant to the 
topic should be invited to DMAG to discuss issues was also agreed.  
 
In view of the issues arising regarding the hospitals requiring sight of the ‘Green 
Certificate’ it was agreed to invite a representative of the DHSC to DMAG to discuss the 
issue. 
 

4. AOB Round Robin. 
The Cremation Society representative reported that his organisation had agreed to 
support the APPG, with the decision being reviewed in 12 months to assess progress. In 
addition, interviews for the vacant post of Executive Officer of the Cremation Society 
would be held next week. 

Cremation Society to chair the next meeting – Monday 25th January.    


