
 

 
 

   

Update 4th March 2021 
 
The members of DMAG held a video conference on Thursday 4th March, with representatives 
from the Ministry of Justice (MOJ); Scottish Government (SG); Welsh Government (SC); and 
Northern Ireland Government (NI) present for the ‘Open’ part of the meeting. FFMA chaired 
the meeting. 
 

DMAG Wider Consultation 
 

1. Ministry of Justice (MOJ)  
 
Following this morning’s Cabinet Office meeting when access to vaccinations was 
discussed, the MOJ representative recommended that any difficulties should firstly be 
reported to the LRF for that area. If an unsuccessful response is received then refer the 
matter to the MOJ who will take up the matter with MHCLG & DHSC. 
 
APCC talked of the importance of continuity in vaccination supply highlighting concerns 
in his own residential area. MOJ explained that supply is a matter of concern for all not 
just the funeral sector, highlighting a recent situation in Kent. 
  

2. Welsh Government (SC) 
 
The SC representative reported positive news in the decline in hospitalisation numbers 
and simlilarly with ICU cases. There was a 19% drop in the number of deaths. 
 
Concerns were expressed over what first anniversary ceremonies might be arranged and 
the effect these could have. Also under consideration is the practice of mourners lining 
the roads and the concerns this raises over social distancing. 
 

3. Scottish Government (SG) 
 
The Scottish Government are carrying out a review of a number of procedures through 
mid-March. A meeting will be convened with Stakeholder groups with a view to updating 
testing strategies. There is still some concerns over high numbers attending funerals, 
particularly in the West of Scotland. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
The NAFD asked whether the Scottish Government might produce a similar letter of 
comfort to that issued in England  in relation to funeral directors responsibilities at these 
large gatherings. SG responded that this is not so easy in Scotland as there are no specific 
numbers in their guidance so they have a different legal position. 
 

4. Northern Ireland Government (NI) 
 

It was reported that NI are looking at easing of restrictions and there will be a meeting on 
Tuesday 9th March. Although no dates are forthcoming there will be a staged approach 
based on a number of factors. 
 
Funeral Directors first vaccinations were going well.  
 
NI Government will also be looking at the implication of the CMA report but it is unclear 
which department within NI will be carrying out this work. NAFD offered support on NI’s 
work with CMA. 
 
SG asked about the FSCSR’s work and their work on a Code of Practice which NAFD are 
looking to adopt later in the year. SAIF, although intending to adopt this, are still 
considering a number of factors. 

 
DMAG Closed Meeting 

   
1. Notes from the Previous Meetings. 

 
The notes with the amendments were agreed upon. 
 

2. Items for future meetings with Cabinet Office/Devolved Governments. 
 
A lengthy discussion took place commencing with ICCM posing the question that 
following the concerns of a possible third wave later in the year what message should 
we each be giving to our members?  
 
Contributions were made by each DMAG member and a number of concerns were 
expressed over what strategy would be in place in respect of relaxing the guidance on 
funeral numbers. DMAG members are in unanimous support of a phased increase in the  



 

 
 

 
number of mourners being allowed as the alternative of total relaxation of the present 
30 (in England) could lead to logistical problems and funeral delays which in turn could 
lead to demand on mortuary capacities. 
 
It was decided that a cautious approach is required at this time and we look for further 
messaging from the Government. 

 
 
3. The APPG on funerals and bereavement 

 
Discussion took place amongst members on the budget put forward by JBP for their work 
in leading the APPG and a number of planned activities. 
 
DMAG members expressed their views and concerns over the potentially high costs 
which could be incurred.  
 
Further discussion on this will be held at the next DMAG meeting on Monday 8th March. 
 

4. AOB Round Robin 
 
The APCC asked whether funeral directors were carrying out embalming on deceased 
who had died of COVID. The general feeling is that this is a matter for each funeral 
directing business as previous guidance stated that embalming could be carried out after 
72 hours.  The matter could be raised with PHE. 
 
The next meeting will be on Monday 8th March at 4pm. The APCC will chair. 
 
   


